NOT FOR
PUBLICATION

revised confidential version

Asham WOWHAU Sage C Report Dec. 09




Background Information and Executive Summary

Building Universities for the Future Ltd. (BUF) is a new venture by philanthropic billionaire
Branston Pickell and international Couturier Dame Leah Westwasser. Branston & Leah both grew
up in the tiny English county of Rutshire where
school, the Asham Academy. Branston owns the LU

and Leah is the founder of the British School of Cornwall stable of Young British Artists. Their
shared passion for Jurassic stone architecture and chance reunion at a recent Stirling Prize cere-
mony, where they were appalled by the domination of the shortlist by old fogey last -century archi-
tects with worn -out formulaic design skills and tarnished reputations, encouraged them to combine
their business, technical and artistic skills to set up BUF. They have been joined by Conservative
peer Lord Apollo as a co-director and chief executive. David D.V. Apollo is a chartered account-
ant and keen amateur landscape designer.

B U F 0 stermmobgective is to found Stamford University ( England ) in the charming limestone

town of the same name just off the A1 (M) in Lincolnshire. Stamford was once the largest town in

Engl andbs s mal | e butsadyathas tegently lRentamnéxedrtoePeterborough and

for the time being BUF wishtogetup-and-r unni ng a OWowhauso6 in the R
Asham to open in September 2010. BUF are hopeful that the incoming 2010 UK government will
liberalise Privy Council recognition of private universities and will soon discontinue and selloff the

land assets of some of the existing poorly-performing ex-polytechnics in London. These actions

should provide a ready-made clientele of continuing graduate and postgraduate students on arts

and professional courses for dispersion to locations within a 2 hour coach journey of London.

BUF6s pilot venture in Asham may be branded the
University England is not immediately achievable.

BUF do not want to develop a science campus at this time but rather to specialise in the develop-
ment of an interdisciplinary approach to the re -imagining of the UK in a C.21 driven by low carbon

technol ogi es, genuine artistic coll aboration a
Gul gel 6 i nibvanyarojectissrelate@ tb the BUF vehicle and will be based on the Asham
WOWHAUSE campus as it starts up. BUF i s wary o

fashionable architecture schools and 6technol og
lieve that the function of review of planning applications is best kept away from PR operators and

located in the formal and democratic processes defined by the Planning Acts and Parliament and

that the technical / environmental and H&S performance of buildings is best defined by the Build-

ing Regulations and other statutory instruments 1 again under parliamentary control. They there-

fore welcome the digitalisation of the entire planning process and hope education will follow the

lead of the OPSI
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Leah Vestwasser 6s Owater-cbleuv & Standordtfronctree alimshauses c. k965

The view from BUF6s favourite table in the Stamfo
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Candy DATE (OR C. Andy Deight), i s BUFG6s D
tor of Design and Procurement. S/he was previously a

codi rector of the Scrapheap
where S/ he was job runne+ foc
cost / high-spec / low-energy / high -visibility and much

lauded artists houses that were built using Model

Homes UK ( MHUK) technology. Candy was also mas-

ter of installations of VLealt
the RAC in September 2009. S/he was registered as an
architect in late 2009 and is the author of this confiden-

tial RIBA stage C report.

Leah Vestwasser in her Asham studio considering Wowhaus options
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BUF is looking to recruit a professor of environmental design with the kudos of Cambridge University

Cavendish Professor of PhysicdDavid Mackay ( aut hor of the famous free |
without the hot airdéd ) and Leah is antici-pating be
Performing Arts. Branston, Leah and David Apollo see the BUF as a business opportunity where

they can match the average UK Universityods operati
-in commercial and charitable sponsorship that will make the enterprise profitable and very high

profile. BUF intends to operate a three semester a year programme to allow 3 -year part-time under-

graduate degrees based on one day a week attendance for 45 weeks p.a. BUF seeks to differentiate
itself strongly from the RCA and AA ands OBE and t
sional responsibility and technical ingenuity rath
table status in the short term but will operate as a private limited company.

Iy
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Lor d A pauntrydhduse garden and model for C.21 university quadrangle and his sl
and a village green scheme for the Asham site that was not judged to be financially feasil
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etch of aproposedvice-c hancel | or 6 s h @tweeeAsham and &tanmdrda nd b
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Leah WestwBS€eobPsockhousesd for the British Sch

— modation for non-performing arts tu-
T ' ' ' » '
& —ac g g r———] He torsand Candy D AdrlfEskeiches
: of them and the Diaspora Collection

show at the Republican Architecture

l"g{ -
}__L,[ [: 'J_Clubin Dublin and Er

lation in Wein.
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Local Context

The recently closed Asham Church of Engl and Pri
first pilot campus because it can share facilit
school across Burley road. Moreover it is very
unfortified Norman barn ) and empty listed C.17 schoolhouse. Both these single -volume

grade 1 listed limestone buildings can be hired for university pageantry and major lectures

and concerts etc. and not know to contain asbestos.

PRIMARY SCHOOL:

B U F Building Universities for the Future



CASTLE:

ASHAM ACADEMY:

SCHOOL HOUSE:
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